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First Reading:  Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
SPOKEN 
 

LORD, COME AND SAVE US. 
 

Second Reading: St James 5:7-10 
 

Gospel Acclamation:   
SPOKEN 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 

he sent me to bring Good News to 

the poor. 
 

Gospel:    Matthew 11:2-11  
 

Eucharistic Acclamation: 
SPOKEN 
 

Save us, Saviour of the world,  

for by your Cross and Resurrection 

you have set us free. 
 

Communion Antiphon:  Say to the 

faint of heart: Be strong and do not 

fear. Behold, our God will come, and 

he will save us. 

 

Entrance Antiphon:  
Rejoice in the Lord 

always; again I say, 

rejoice . Indeed, the Lord 

is near. 

 " Go back and tel lJOhn what you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and 

the deaf hear, and the dead raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man who 

does not lose faith in me."  (Matthew 11:5) 

 
 

Jesus' 
quotes 

A VIBRANT CATHOLIC COMMUNITY, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Pope Francis Corner 
Angelus Message (14/12/14) 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Children, Boys and Girls, Good Morning! 
 

On this Third Sunday [of Advent], the Liturgy sets forth another interior attitude 

by which to live out this time of waiting for the Lord, that is joy. The joy of Jesus, as 

that sign [held up in St Peter’s Square] reads: “Joy is at home in Jesus”.  
 

The human heart desires joy. We all desire joy, every family, every people aspires 

to happiness. But what is the joy that the Christian is called to live out and bear 

witness to? It is the joy that comes from the closeness of God, from his presence in 

our life. From the moment Jesus entered into history, with his birth in Bethlehem, 

humanity received the seed of the Kingdom of God, like the soil receives the seed, 

the promise of a future harvest. There is no need to look further! Jesus has come 

to bring joy to all people for all time. It is not just a hopeful joy or a joy postponed 

until paradise: as if here on earth we are sad but in paradise we will be filled with 

joy. No! It is not that, but a joy already real and tangible now, because Jesus himself 
is our joy, and with Jesus joy finds its home... And without Jesus is there joy? No!  
 

We who are baptized, children of the Church, we are called to accept ever anew 

the presence of God among us and to help others to discover Him, or to 

rediscover what they have forgotten. It is a most beautiful mission, like that of John 

the Baptist: to direct the people to Christ — not to ourselves! — for He is the 

destination to which the human heart tends when it seeks joy and happiness. 
 

In today’s liturgy St Paul again indicates the conditions for being “missionaries of 
joy”: praying constantly, always giving thanks to God, giving way to his Spirit, 

seeking the good and avoiding evil (cf. 1 Thess 5:17-22). If this becomes our 
lifestyle, then the Good News will be able to enter so many homes and help people 
and families to rediscover that in Jesus lies salvation. In Him it is possible to find 

interior peace and the strength to face different life situations every day, even the 

heaviest and most difficult... To have faith does not mean to never have difficult 

moments but to have the strength to face those moments knowing that we are not 
alone. And this is the peace that God gives to his children. 
 

With her gaze turned to Christmas already close at hand, the Church invites us to 

bear witness that Jesus is not a person of the past; He is the Word of God who 

today continues to illuminate the path of mankind; his gestures — the Sacraments — 

are the manifestation of the tenderness, consolation and love that the Father bears 

for every human being. May the Virgin Mary, “Cause of our joy”, render us ever 

more joyous in the Lord, who comes to free us from the many forms of interior 

and exterior slavery.  

 



 

 

 

The Joy of Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis' Prayer Intentions for 2016 

(December) 

 

 Universal: End to Child-Soldiers 

That the scandal of child-soldiers may be 

eliminated the world over. 

 

Evangelization: Europe 

That the peoples of Europe may rediscover the 

beauty, goodness, and truth of the Gospel 

which gives joy and hope to life. 

 
Let us also pray for the other Catholic 

Parishes belonging to  

St Patrick's Cluster: 

St Mary's (King George St), Cohuna     

St Patrick's (5 Victoria St, Pyramid Hill) & 

St Joseph's (19 Chapel St), Serpentine 

 

With St Patrick, let us be a spiritual 

support to each other in prayer, especially: 

For the sick- those in our Nursing Homes, 

Hostels & Hospitals 

For those whose anniversaries occur 

around this time - Rene Nesbit, Leo Muir, 

Frank Ryan, Archbishop Ernie Darcy,  

Sam Curcio, Ronnie McCluskey, Ted Ash, 

Rita Franzini, Michael Cummins,  

Keith O'Connor, Elaine James, Sr Anne Ryan, 

Evelyn Merrington, Tony Hogan,  

Charles Kimberley, Kath Franke, Jim Roberts, 

Jack Walsh, Catherine Walsh, Joan Reeves, 

Bridget Cummins, Dawn Turcan,  

Pauline Wilson, Janey Beet. 

  

Fr Junjun Corner 

 

Rudolf to Blitzen                   http://jokes.christiansunite.com/ 

 

According to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, while both male and female reindeer grow antlers in the summer 
each year (the only members of the deer family, Cervidae, to have females do so). Male reindeer drop their antlers at the 
beginning of winter, usually late November to mid December.  
        
Female reindeer, however, retain their antlers till after they give birth in the spring. Therefore, according to every 
historical rendition depicting Santa's reindeer, every single one of them, from Rudolf to Blitzen.... had to be a female.  
        
We should've known this when when they were able to find their way.        
       
 

What is the origin of the Nativity Scene (crèche)? 
In the year 1223, St. Francis, a deacon, joined his fellow 

Franciscans at the town of Grecio to celebrate Christmas.  Grecio 

was a small town built on a mountainside overlooking a beautiful 

valley.  The people had cultivated the fertile area with vineyards.  

St. Francis realized that the chapel of the Franciscan hermitage 

would be too small to hold the congregation for Midnight Mass.  

So he found a niche in the rock near the town square and set up 

the altar.  However, this Midnight Mass would be very special, 

unlike any other Midnight Mass. 

St. Bonaventure (d. 1274) in his The Life of St. Francis of Assisi 

recorded the story: 

“It happened in the third year before his death, that in order to 
excite the inhabitants of Grecio to commemorate the nativity of 
the Infant Jesus with great devotion, [St. Francis] determined to 
keep it with all possible solemnity; and lest he should be accused 
of lightness or novelty, he asked and obtained the permission of 
the sovereign Pontiff.  Then he prepared a manger, and brought 
hay, and an ox and an ass to the place appointed.  The brethren 
were summoned, the people ran together, the forest resounded 
with their voices, and that venerable night was made glorious by 
many and brilliant lights and sonorous psalms of praise.  The 
man of God [St. Francis] stood before the manger, full of 
devotion and piety, bathed in tears and radiant with joy; the Holy 
Gospel was chanted by Francis, the Levite of Christ.  Then he 
preached to the people around the nativity of the poor King; and 
being unable to utter His Name for the tenderness of His love, 
He called Him the Babe of Bethlehem.  A certain valiant and 
veracious soldier, Master John of Grecio, who, for the love of 
Christ, had left the warfare of this world, and become a dear 
friend of this holy man, affirmed that he beheld an Infant 
marvelously beautiful, sleeping in the manger, Whom the blessed 
Father Francis embraced with both his arms, as if he would awake 
Him from sleep.  This vision of the devout soldier is credible, not 

only by reason of the sanctity of him that saw it, but by reason of 
the miracles which afterwards confirmed its truth.  For the 
example of Francis, if it be considered by the world, is doubtless 
sufficient to excite all hearts which are negligent in the faith of 
Christ; and the hay of that manger, being preserved by the 
people, miraculously cured all diseases of cattle, and many other 
pestilences; God thus in all things glorifying his servant, and 
witnessing to the great efficacy of his holy prayers by manifest 
prodigies and miracles.” 
 

Our Nativity scenes [remind us] of that night when our Savior was 

born, [the little Babe of Bethlehem, who came to save us from 

sin.  Moreover, we must never forget that the wood of the manger 

that held Him so securely would one day give way to the wood of 

the cross.  May we too embrace Him with all of our love as did 

St. Francis. 
 

Source: http://catholicstraightanswers.com/ 

 

 

Ministry of Prayer 

 

"PRAYER IS NOT EVERYTHING  

BUT IT IS THE FIRST THING."  

BISHOP JOE GRECH 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

          

         

 

         

         
         

         
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
         
 
        
 
 
         
 
          
 
                     
 
 
 
 
         
 
         
 
 
 

Children’s Liturgy: 1st & 3rd Sundays of the 

month.  We need people to lead and help. Could you 

please let Alicia Makeham if you can help out. 

Leader: December 18
th

: Anne & Lisa. 

Piety Stall after Sunday Mass. 

2017 Columban Calendars & Christmas Cards, 

candles, angels, and some giftware are now available. 
 

PARISH MATTERS DIOCESAN  MATTERS 

5 cents collection: 

If you have 5 cents please give them to Fr Junjun. 

They are being used to purchase rice for people in the 

Philippines and/or being donated to Cabra Missions 

in South Sudan (A school founded by Mr Deng 

Chuor, a refugee friend of Fr Junjun  from South 

Sudan. Donations to  Cabra Mission are channelled 

through Salesian Missions Outreach. 

Pope Francis Tweets....  
 

Advent is a time to prepare 
our hearts to receive Christ, 
our Saviour and hope. 

@pontifex  December 4
th

 
 

Christmas Mass Times 
Christmas Eve 24th   Christmas Day 25th 
5.00pm     Pyramid Hill 8.30am       Cohuna 
6.30pm     Cohuna  10.30am     Kerang 
8.30pm     Kerang 
 
New Years Eve31st  New Year's Day 
7.00pm     Pyramid Hill 8.30am     Cohuna 

    10.30am    Kerang 
  

 

Community Carols by Candlelight – 
Sunday 11th December 

Kerang Primary School grounds at 6.30pm. 
 

Bob Field the Baptist minister is urging all denominations of 
local church group musicians and singers to be involved.  St 
Joseph's school children are leading the singing of the Little 
Drummer Boy and Aussie Jingle Bells but If you are interested in 
being part of a group helping to lead the community in singing 
please let me know.  I'm thinking of Mary's Boy Child and 
perhaps another carol...           see Alicia or Marie...... 

 

Wednesday the 14
th
 of December will be  

St Joseph's end of school Mass and family BBQ, starting at 

6.00pm. 
 

Friday the 16th of December is the last day of school for 

the students. 

Marist Brass Carols in the Cathedral 
Marist Brass is holding it’s annual Carols in the Cathedral 

Concert with performances by the Marist Brass Marist Academy 

of Brass, Marist College Choir, Sacred Heart Cathedral Choir 

and more, on Sunday December 11th at 7:30pm following the 

Aspire foundation Christmas market.  

WHEN:  Sunday December 11th at 7:30pm 

WHERE:  Sacred Heart Cathedral, Crn High and Wattle Street 

Bendigo.   

ADMISSION:  Gold Coin Entry.    

 

Gold Coin for Refugees 
November 2016 

Gannawarra Refugee Support Group 

A very big thank you for the Gold Coin for Refugees fund-raising.   
All the churches in the Gannawarra shire  donated $764.85 
altogether. 
Vouchers will be distributed to struggling families in Swan Hill. 
 

Power Point 

We still need people to run the Power Point at Mass. 

If you are interested please contact Ron Kelly 0408 

517 705, he will still set the program up just need 

some drivers for the day. 

CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
Last week's St. Vincent de Paul’s Society appeal 
raised $827.90 
Thank you for your generosity!   God bless you. 
 

The next meeting of St. Vincent de Paul’s 

Society of Kerang/Murrabit Conference is 
on Thursday 15th December 2016 at 4.30pm 
in St. Patrick’s Presbytery, Kerang. 
 

EMPLOYMENT: Child Safety Officer – Catholic 

Diocese of Sandhurst.   
Applications are invited for this full time position with the 

Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst – Bendigo.  The successful 

applicant is responsible primarily to develop, facilitate and 

evaluate the implementation of policies and procedures in 

relation to the Victorian Government’s Child Safe 

Standards and to ensure a safe environment for children.  

They will work in close collaboration with all parishes, 

Catholic Education Office, CatholicCare Sandhurst and 

other Catholic entities operating within the Diocese.  It is 

desired that the successful applicant will have an 

understanding of and willingness to work within the 

Catholic ethos. 

For any other queries please contact Sally Holmes on Ph 

(03) 5445 3617 or sally.holmes@sandhurst.catholic.org.au    

A copy of the position description can be obtained from 

www.sandhurst.catholic.org.au.   

Applications close Thursday 15 December 2016. 
 

mailto:sally.holmes@sandhurst.catholic.org.au
http://www.sandhurst.catholic.org.au/


 
 
 

 
 
 
        
         
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

    
 

Welcomers:   Lindy & Fay 

Lectors/Readers:  B Peck & R Kelly 

Procession of the Gifts: Murray Family 

Ministers of Communion: M Lewis, A Makeham,  

    P Hirst, E Bortolotto.   

Communion to the sick/elderly:  D Schmidt & B Peck 

Power Point: Nick Hall Piety Shop: M Lewis 

This Week (11th December) 

 
 

Welcomers:    Edith & Bette 

Lectors/Readers:   L Basile & G Prendergast 

Procession of the Gifts:  B & M Kelly 

Ministers of Communion:   J Ginnivan, L Basile,  

    D Schmidt & W Hall.    

Communion to the sick/elderly:  D Doyle & A Bortolotto 

Power Point:  A Kelly 

Musicians:   Mike, Hank, Tony, Maureen 

Piety Shop: K Archard Counters (Dec.): R & B Peck 

NEXT WEEK 18th December  

 

First Reading: 
         Isaiah 7:10-14 
   
Second Reading: 

Romans 1:1-7 
Gospel:   

Matthew 1:18-24 
 
 

Saturday     -     6.30pm (Pyramid Hill)               

Sunday        -     8.30am (Cohuna)        &   10.30am (Kerang)  

                  

Mass at Serpentine 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month at 5:00pm 

 

 

On week starting 12th December 2016 
 

   Monday        No Mass 

   Tuesday        9.30am Mass Cohuna Retirement Village 

                          5.30pm Mass Kerang 

   Wednesday   6.00pm Mass Kerang   Graduation Mass for St Joseph's 

   Thursday      10.15 Pyramid Hill Mass/Anointing at the Hostel 

            6.00pm Pyramid Hill Graduation Mass for St Patrick's School 

   Friday           8.15am Holy Hour Kerang   

            9.30am Mass Kerang  

                         5.00pm Mass Cohuna 

   Saturday       9.15am Mass Kerang 

              P.S. Holy Rosary is prayed 20 minutes  before all masses 

 

 

          
            
   Friday: During Holy Hour          Saturday: After 9:15 Mass  

        
  

 

Contact Fr Junjun or Gwen Mannix 5452 2186 

Suzi Martins 0411 587 445    Geradine Prendergast 0438 061 675 
  

 
 

Contact Fr Junjun  

 0428 792 150 or 5452 1041  

CONTACT US 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MASS TIMES NEXT WEEKEND 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

RECONCILIATION TIMES 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Parish Priest 

Fr Junjun Amaya 

Also Parish Priest of 

St Mary's Cohuna & St Patrick's 

Pyramid Hill, St Joseph's Serpentine 

Mobile: 0428 792 150 

Parish Address 

Parish Address: 92 Nolan St, Kerang 

VIC 3579 

Ph: (03) 5452 1041 

Email: Parish Email: 

stpatker@bigpond.com or 

kerang@cdos.org.au 

 

BAPTISM 

PARISH SCHOOL 

St Joseph's Primary 

Principal: Mr Nicholas Hall 

Ph: (03) 5452 1426 

Fax: (03) 5450 3657 

Email: 

admin@sjkerang.catholic.edu.au 

Monday- Closed 

Kerang- Wednesday & Friday 

Cohuna- Tuesday & Friday 

Pyramid Hill- Thursday 

ROSTERS 

Collection/Planned Giving 4th Dec 2016 

Envelopes:          $569.00 

Loose:     $123.10 

Direct Debit:      $55.00 

Total:                $747.10 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 
YEAR A 

 

NEXT WEEK'S READINGS 

 

Parish Secretary 

Marianne Kelly 

Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson  

Maureen Dagge 
 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN: 

 
O EMMANUEL        Michael Mangan 
 
O EMMANUEL COME IN TO OUR HEARTS. 
O EMMANUEL WE’RE WAITING FOR YOUR LIGHT. 
O EMMANUEL GOD IS WITH US NOW. 
O EMMANUEL 
 
We your people are waiting for you, Lord, 
waiting all through the earth. 
We your people are waiting for you, Lord, 
waiting to celebrate your birth. 
 
We your people are longing for you, Lord, 
longing with hope and with joy. 
We your people are longing for you, Lord 
longing for the sign to rejoice. 
 
We your people are ready for you, Lord, 
ready to change and repent. 
We your people are ready for you, Lord, 
ready for you to come again. 
 

 Litmus Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Licence No: 615. 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 
 
SPOKEN 
 

LORD, COME AND SAVE US. 
 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 
SPOKEN 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to 

bring Good News to the poor. 

 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATION: 

 
SPOKEN 
 

Save us, Saviour of the world,  

for by your Cross and Resurrection 

you have set us free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS: 
 

CHRISTMAS BALLAD 
 
Joseph and Mary were living in Galilee, 
when Caesar demanded a census by his decree. 
They had to travel to Bethlehem,  
which was a very long way for them, 
and Mary would soon, so soon, deliver her child. 
 
They set out at once, though the trip would be rough, 
they could see. 
They made no complaint, for they knew this was how it 
must be. 
Mary went happily from the start. 
She carried the love light in her heart,  
for Mary would soon, so soon, deliver her child. 
 
When they arrived, Mary knew that her moment had 
come. 
Joseph went searching for shelter still offered to some. 
But strangers were suspect and hearts were hard. 
The hopes and the homes of the world were barred,  
and Mary would soon, so soon, deliver her child. 
 

© by Medical Mission Sisters. All rights reserved controlled by 

Vanguard Music Corp. 

 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: 
 
THE FACE OF GOD.     Mark Raue 
 
Why do you wait, pretend and ignore? 
Why won’t you answer my call? 
Your mission is to bring my presence to the world. 
So all can live life to the full. 
 
YOU ARE MY EYES TO LOOK UPON THE WORLD. 
YOU ARE MY VOICE TO SPEAK OUT. 
YOU ARE MY HANDS TO REACH OUT AND TOUCH MY PEOPLE. 
YOU ARE THE FACE OF GOD. 
 
Some travel far from all that they know 
To mission to people far away. 
I’m calling you to just look next door; 
At what you can do here today. 
 
All around you now are people in need: 
Lost in their fear and poverty. 
Thirsting for hope, they cry out my name. 
Will you be there when they call for me? 
 

 Mark Raue 1997. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Licence No: 615. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 


