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First Reading:  Isaiah 7:10-14 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
SPOKEN 
 

LET THE LORD ENTER; HE IS KING OF 

GLORY. 
 

Second Reading: St Paul 1:1-7 
 

Gospel Acclamation:   
SPOKEN 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

The virgin will give birth to a son; 

his name will be Emmanuel:  

God-is-with-us. 
 

Gospel:    Matthew 1:18-24  
 

Eucharistic Acclamation: 
SPOKEN 
 

We proclaim you Death, O Lord, 

and profess your Resurrection 

until you come again. 
 

Communion Antiphon:  Behold, a 

Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; 

and his name will be called Emmanuel. 

 

Entrance Antiphon:  
Drop down dew from 

above, you heavens, and 

let the clouds rain down 

the Just One; let the earth 

be opened and bring 

forth a Saviour. 

 " The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuel, a 

name which means "God-is-with-us."  (Matthew 1: 23) 

 
 

Jesus' 
quotes 

A VIBRANT CATHOLIC COMMUNITY, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Pope Francis Corner 

Angelus Message (4th Sunday of Advent [2014] 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning! 

Today, the Fourth and last Sunday of Advent, the Liturgy wants to prepare us for 

Christmas, now at the door, by inviting us to meditate on the Angel’s 

Annunciation to Mary. The Archangel Gabriel reveals to the Virgin the Lord’s 

will that she become the mother of his Only-Begotten Son (cf Lk 1:31-32). Let us 

fix our gaze on this simple girl from Nazareth, at the moment she offers herself to 

the divine message with her “yes”; let us grasp two essential aspects of her 

attitude, which is for us the model of how to prepare for Christmas. 

First of all her faith, her attitude of faith, which consists in listening to the 

Word of God in order to abandon herself to this Word with full willingness of 

mind and heart... In her “behold” filled with faith, Mary does not know by what 

road she must venture, what pains she must suffer, what risks she must face. But 

she is aware that it is the Lord asking and she entrusts herself totally to Him; she 

abandons herself to his love. This is the faith of Mary! 

Another aspect is the capacity of the Mother of Christ to recognize God’s 

time. Mary is the one who made possible the Incarnation of the Son of God, “the 

revelation of the mystery which was kept secret for long ages” (Rom 16:25). She 

made possible the Incarnation of the Word thanks to her humble and brave “yes”. 

Mary teaches us to seize the right moment when Jesus comes into our life and 

asks for a ready and generous answer...Each of us is called to respond, like Mary, 

with a personal and sincere “yes”, placing oneself fully at the disposal of God and 

of his mercy, of his love. How many times Jesus comes into our lives, and how 

many times he sends us an angel, and how many times we don’t notice because 

we are so taken, immersed in our own thoughts, in our own affairs and even, in 

these days, in our Christmas preparations, so as not to notice Him who comes and 

knocks at the door of our hearts, asking for acceptance, asking for a “yes” like 

Mary’s... 

In the mystery of Christmas, at Mary’s side there is the silent presence of St 

Joseph, as he is portrayed in every Nativity scene — as in the one you can 

admire here in St Peter’s Square. The example of Mary and Joseph is for us all an 

invitation to accept, with total openness of spirit, Jesus, who for love made 

Himself our brother... The precious gift of Christmas is peace, and Christ is our 

true peace. And Christ knocks at our hearts to grant us peace, peace of the soul. 

Let us open our doors to Christ! 

Let us entrust ourselves to the intercession of our Mother and of St Joseph in 

order to experience a a truly Christian Christmas, free of all worldliness, ready to 

welcome the Saviour, God-among-us. 

 



 

 

 

The Joy of Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis' Prayer Intentions for 2016 

(December) 

 

 Universal: End to Child-Soldiers 

That the scandal of child-soldiers may be 

eliminated the world over. 

 

Evangelization: Europe 

That the peoples of Europe may rediscover the 

beauty, goodness, and truth of the Gospel 

which gives joy and hope to life. 

 
Let us also pray for the other Catholic 

Parishes belonging to  

St Patrick's Cluster: 

St Mary's (King George St), Cohuna     

St Patrick's (5 Victoria St, Pyramid Hill) & 

St Joseph's (19 Chapel St), Serpentine 

 

With St Patrick, let us be a spiritual 

support to each other in prayer, especially: 

Lenley Fraser 

and for those in our Nursing Homes, Hostels 

& Hospitals.   

 

For those whose anniversaries occur 

around this time - John Suter, Joan Harrison, 

Harold Stacey, Kaye O'Halloran, Beryl Oliver, 

Herbert Allen, Fr Roy Owens, William Craig, 

Tilly Mybrea, Molly Parker, Owen Fletcher, 

Margaret Harrop, Teresa Downs,  

Molly Batchelor. 

  

Fr Junjun Corner 

Grandparents' Answering Machine Message. 
 

Good morning........At present we are not at home, but please leave your message after you hear the beep. 
Beeeeeeeppppppp...... 
If you are one of our children, dial 1 and then select the option from 1 to 5 in order of "birth arrival" so we know who it 
is....... then select the following options. 
*If you need us to stay with the children, press 2  *If you want to borrow the car, press 3 
*If you want us to wash your clothes and do the ironing, press 4      * If you want the grandchildren to sleep here tonight, 
press 5  *If you want us to pick up the kids at school, press 6 *If you want us to prepare a meal for Sunday or 
to have it delivered to your home, press 7 *If you want to come to eat here, press 8  *If you need money, 
press 9  *If you are going to invite us to dinner, or, taking us to the theatre, start talking now......we are listening! 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Christmas is in the air. Christmas 'buzz' is all around us. 

On this 4th Sunday of Advent, we are reminded to keep 

our focus more closely and more especially now to the 

coming of Christ. Let us not just focus on how we 

celebrate Christmas or who are we celebrating it with, but 

more so on why do we celebrate Christmas. Christmas is 

called so because of Christ- the child lying in the manger. 

Yes there are people who would suggest (for the sake of 

inclusiveness they'd argue) that this time is a special 

holiday.  

But there is no denying that when we take on this holiday, 

it is because it is Christmas. 

Let me share with you a definition of Christmas by an Irish 

priest, Fr Flor McCarthy (SDB). I have shared this at the 

Carols by Candlelight at the Park last Sunday. 

 

The C for Christmas 'stands for Christ. If we leave him out 

of Christmas, it is like celebrating a wedding without the 

groom. 
 

H stands for the hope he gives us- the hope of a life 

without end. 
 

R stands for the revolution he began: turning hate to love, 

war to peace, and everyone into everyone's neighbour. 
 

I stands for Israel, the land where he was born. But it also 

stands for me. For Christ could be born a thousand times 

in Bethlehem, but it would all be in vain unless he is born 

in me. 
 

S  stands for the salvation he brought: those who lived in 

darkness saw a great light. 
 

T stands for thanks- [giving] thanks to God the Father for 

the gift of his Son. The best way to say thanks is to make 

room for him in our hearts. 
 

M stands for Mary who (through her amazing Yes and 

trust in God's will) brought Jesus to birth. 
 

A stands for the angels who at his birth sang: 'Glory to 

God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.' It 

was the sweetest music ever heard on earth. 
 

S stands for the star that led the wise men to Bethlehem. 

Now Christ is the star we follow. His light will guide us 

through the night until the sun of eternal day dawns upon 

us. Hope you all have a week of joy and blessings. 

 

 

Ministry of Prayer 

 

"PRAYER IS NOT EVERYTHING  

BUT IT IS THE FIRST THING."  

BISHOP JOE GRECH 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

          

         

 

         

         
         

         
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
         
 
        
 
 
         
 
          
 
                     
 
 
 
 
         
 
         
 
 
 

Children’s Liturgy: 1st & 3rd Sundays of the 

month.  We need people to lead and help. Could you 

please let Alicia Makeham if you can help out. 

Leader: December 18
th

: Anne & Lisa. 

Piety Stall after Sunday Mass. 

2017 Columban Calendars & Christmas Cards, 

candles, angels, and some giftware are now available. 
 

PARISH MATTERS DIOCESAN  MATTERS 

5 cents collection: 

If you have 5 cents please give them to Fr Junjun. 

They are being used to purchase rice for people in the 

Philippines and/or being donated to Cabra Missions 

in South Sudan (A school founded by Mr Deng 

Chuor, a refugee friend of Fr Junjun  from South 

Sudan. Donations to  Cabra Mission are channelled 

through Salesian Missions Outreach. 

Pope Francis Tweets....  
 

Today I would like each of us to 
reflect on his and her own past and 
the gifts received from the Lord. 
          @pontifex  December 14

th
 

 

Christmas Mass Times 
Christmas Eve 24th   Christmas Day 25th 
5.00pm     Pyramid Hill 8.30am       Cohuna 
6.30pm     Cohuna  10.30am     Kerang 
8.30pm     Kerang 
 
New Years Eve31st  New Year's Day 
7.00pm     Pyramid Hill 8.30am     Cohuna 

    10.30am    Kerang 
  

 

Power Point 

We still need people to run the Power Point at Mass. 

If you are interested please contact Ron Kelly 0408 

517 705, he will still set the program up just need 

some drivers for the day. 

EMPLOYMENT: Child Safety Officer – Catholic 

Diocese of Sandhurst.   
Applications are invited for this full time position with the 

Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst – Bendigo.  The successful 

applicant is responsible primarily to develop, facilitate and 

evaluate the implementation of policies and procedures in 

relation to the Victorian Government’s Child Safe 

Standards and to ensure a safe environment for children.  

They will work in close collaboration with all parishes, 

Catholic Education Office, CatholicCare Sandhurst and 

other Catholic entities operating within the Diocese.  It is 

desired that the successful applicant will have an 

understanding of and willingness to work within the 

Catholic ethos. 

For any other queries please contact Sally Holmes on Ph 

(03) 5445 3617 or sally.holmes@sandhurst.catholic.org.au    

A copy of the position description can be obtained from 

www.sandhurst.catholic.org.au.   

Applications close Thursday 15 December 2016. 
 

MASS FOR THOSE ILL OR FRAIL AT HOME: Find Mass 

‘Streamed Live’ or ‘On Demand’ via the internet or mobile 

devices: 

 ‘Mass on Demand’ St Mary's Church, North Sydney (Our 

Lady of the Way, a Jesuit Church): 

CathNews YouTube channel OR 

www.northsydneycatholics.com/spirituality/liturgy/mass-

on-demand  

 Mass Streamed Live 9.30 am each day from Our Lady of 

the Rosary Cathedral, Waitara, NSW. Plus Adoration and 

Benediction on Saturdays:  www.dbb.org.au/ Click ‘Watch 

Mass Live’ button. 

 ‘Mass for You at Home’ –6 am  Sunday Mass and saved 

program. Channel 10 TV. tenplay.com.au/channel-

ten/mass-for-you-at-home 

 

 

Christmas Eve 24
th

 December 
 

Roster Mass at 8.30pm 
 

Welcomers:    Any available 
 

Lectors/Readers:   B Kelly & L Morrow 
 

Procession of the Gifts:  J Elliott K Laughlin 

    R Peck M Kelly 
 

Ministers of Communion:   F  M Kelly & Children 

  

Power Point:  R Kelly 
 

Musicians:   All Musicians and singers available 

 

Readings 1
st
 Reading Isaiah 9:1-7 

  2
nd 

Reading
 
Titus 2:11-14 

  Gospel Luke 2:1-14 

Children are welcome to come dressed in 

Christmas theme. 

mailto:sally.holmes@sandhurst.catholic.org.au
http://www.sandhurst.catholic.org.au/
http://www.northsydneycatholics.com/spirituality/liturgy/mass-on-demand
http://www.northsydneycatholics.com/spirituality/liturgy/mass-on-demand
https://www.dbb.org.au/parishes/dsp-default.cfm?loadref=552
https://www.dbb.org.au/parishes/dsp-default.cfm?loadref=552
http://www.dbb.org.au/
https://tenplay.com.au/channel-ten/mass-for-you-at-home
https://tenplay.com.au/channel-ten/mass-for-you-at-home


 
 
 

 
 
 
        
         
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

    
 

Welcomers:   Edith & Bette 

Lectors/Readers:  L Basile & G Prendergast 

Procession of the Gifts: B & M Kelly  

Ministers of Communion: J Ginnivan, L Basile,  

    D Schmidt & W Hall.   

Communion to the sick/elderly:  D Doyle & A Bortolotto 

Power Point: A Kelly Piety Shop: K Archard 

This Week (18th December) 

 
 

Welcomers:    June & Maria 

Lectors/Readers:   Volunteers 

Procession of the Gifts:  Volunteers 

Ministers of Communion:   Volunteers,  

      

Communion to the sick/elderly:  Fr Junjun 

Power Point:  Volunteer 

Musicians:   All Musicians and singers available 

Piety Shop: Volunteer Counters (Dec.): R & B Peck 

NEXT WEEK 25th December  

 

First Reading: 
         Isaiah 52:7-10 
   
Second Reading: 

Hebrews 1:1-6 
Gospel:   

John 1:1-18 
 
 

Saturday     -     5.00 Pyramid Hill    6.30pm Cohuna 

   8.30pm Kerang           

Sunday        -     8.30am Cohuna        &   10.30am Kerang  

                  

 
 

 

On week starting 19
th

 December 2016 
 

   Monday         7.00pm Pyramid Hill 

   Tuesday         9.15am Mass Cohuna  

                           5.30pm Mass Kerang  7.00pm Pyramid Hill 

   Wednesday    9.15am Mass Kerang   7.00pm Pyramid Hill 

   Thursday       7.00pm Pyramid Hill 

   Friday            8.15am Holy Hour Kerang   

             9.15am Mass Kerang  

                          5.00pm Mass Cohuna   7.00pm Pyramid Hill 

   Saturday       9.15am Mass Kerang 

              P.S. Holy Rosary is prayed 20 minutes  before all masses 
 

 

 

          
            
   Friday: During Holy Hour          Saturday: After 9:15 Mass  

        
  

 

Contact Fr Junjun or Gwen Mannix 5452 2186 

Suzi Martins 0411 587 445    Geradine Prendergast 0438 061 675 
  

 
 

Contact Fr Junjun  

 0428 792 150 or 5452 1041  

CONTACT US 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MASS TIMES NEXT WEEKEND 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

RECONCILIATION TIMES 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Parish Priest 

Fr Junjun Amaya 

Also Parish Priest of 

St Mary's Cohuna & St Patrick's 

Pyramid Hill, St Joseph's Serpentine 

Mobile: 0428 792 150 

Parish Address 

Parish Address: 92 Nolan St, Kerang 

VIC 3579 

Ph: (03) 5452 1041 

Email: Parish Email: 

stpatker@bigpond.com or 

kerang@cdos.org.au 

 

BAPTISM 

PARISH SCHOOL 

St Joseph's Primary 

Principal: Mr Nicholas Hall 

Ph: (03) 5452 1426 

Fax: (03) 5450 3657 

Email: 

admin@sjkerang.catholic.edu.au 

Monday- Closed 

Kerang- Wednesday & Friday 

Cohuna- Tuesday & Friday 

Pyramid Hill- Thursday 

ROSTERS 

Collection/Planned Giving 11th Dec 2016 

Envelopes:          $600.00 

Loose:       $88.10 

Direct Debit:      $15.00 

Total:                $703.00 

 

Christmas Day 
YEAR A 

 

NEXT WEEK'S READINGS 

 

Parish Secretary 

Marianne Kelly 

Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson  

Maureen Dagge 
 

This Week 18th December 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN: 

 
THE WONDERS HE HAS DONE FOR YOU.    
Frank Andersen 
 
Long before the earth your name was, Mary! 
Born from deep within God’s memory! 
Fashioned by the finger of God’s Wisdom, 
A burning sun within a world of sin! 
In your heart the message was implanted: 
A word of hope... God had longed to send 
Nourished by your prayer and in the Spirit 
You gave birth to God in Bethlehem! 
 
SO SING TO THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR HEART! 
PRAISE HIM, PRAISE HIM TODAY! 
THE WONDERS HE HAS DONE FOR YOU 
SPEAK TO ME OF HIS WAYS! 
 
Through your heart a sword will pass in sorrow, 
Opening a mothers tenderness! 
Showing us the courage of a Woman, 
standing with her son against all men! 
In your life we see God’s faithful servant 
confidence burns bright within your heart! 
You have walked beneath the cloud of Knowing! 
The hand of God Himself has touched your heart. 
 

1987 Chevalier Books. Used with permission. Australian Agent Word of Life. Licence 

No: 615. 

 
 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 
 
SPOKEN 
 

LET THE LORD ENTER; HE IS KING OF GLORY. 
 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 
SPOKEN 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

The virgin will give birth to a son; his name will 

be Emmanuel:  

God-is-with-us. 

 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATION: 

 
SPOKEN 
 

We proclaim you Death, O Lord, 

and profess your Resurrection 

until you come again. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS: 
 

CHRISTMAS BALLAD 
 
Joseph and Mary were living in Galilee, 
when Caesar demanded a census by his decree. 
They had to travel to Bethlehem,  
which was a very long way for them, 
and Mary would soon, so soon, deliver her child. 
 
They set out at once, though the trip would be rough, 
they could see. 
They made no complaint, for they knew this was how it 
must be. 
Mary went happily from the start. 
She carried the love light in her heart,  
for Mary would soon, so soon, deliver her child. 
 
When they arrived, Mary knew that her moment had 
come. 
Joseph went searching for shelter still offered to some. 
But strangers were suspect and hearts were hard. 
The hopes and the homes of the world were barred,  
and Mary would soon, so soon, deliver her child. 
 

© by Medical Mission Sisters. All rights reserved controlled by 

Vanguard Music Corp. 

 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: 
 
THIS IS THE TIME     Michael Mangan. 
 
This is the time to stop. 
This is the time for new beginnings.  
This is the time to open up your hearts. 
This is the time to dream. 
This is the time for building bridges. 
This is the time to make a bold new start 
 
WE’RE WORKING FOR A WORLD OF JUSTICE, 
WHERE EVERY HEART IS FREE. 
A LAND OF LOVE AND PEACE AND UNITY. 
AS WE TRAVEL ON TOGETHER, 
BELIEVING IN THE DREAM. 
THIS IS THE TIME TO CELEBRATE. GOD’S GREAT JUBILEE. 
 
This is the time to rest. 
This is the time to just remember. 
This is the time to let your troubles go. 
This is the time to heal. 
This is the time to forgive each other 
This is the time to let the new seeds grow. 
 
This is the time to share. 
This is the time for joyful giving. 
This is the time to wash away all pain. 
This is the time for thanks. 
This is the time for celebration. 
This is the time to journey home again. 
 

Litmus Productions, Brisbane.  All rights reserved. Used with permission. Licence No: 

615 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


