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First Reading:   

                     Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  
SUNG 

TO YOU, O LORD, I LIFT MY SOUL, 
TO YOU, I LIFT MY SOUL. 
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 

3:2-3, 5-6 
 

Gospel Acclamation:   
SUNG 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

We have seen his star in the 

East; and have come to 

adore the Lord. 
 

Gospel:    Matthew 2:1-12  
 

Eucharistic Acclamation: 
 

We proclaim you Death, O Lord, 

and profess your Resurrection 

until you come again. 
 

Communion Antiphon: 
We have seen his star in the East, 

and have come with gifts to adore 

the Lord. 

 

Entrance 

Antiphon:  
Behold, the Lord, 

the Mighty One, 

has come; and 

kingship is in his 

grasp, and power 

and dominion. 

 " And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it went forward and halted 

over the place where the child was."  (Matthew 2: 10) 

 
 

Jesus' 
quotes 

A VIBRANT CATHOLIC COMMUNITY, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Pope Francis's 10 Tips/Secrets of Joyful Life. 
1. "Live and let live." Everyone should be guided by this principle, he said, which has a 

similar expression in Rome with the saying, "Move forward and let others do the same." 

2. "Be giving of yourself to others." People need to be open and generous toward 

others, he said, because "if you withdraw into yourself, you run the risk of becoming 

egocentric. And stagnant water becomes putrid." 

3. "Proceed calmly" in life. The pope, who used to teach high school literature, used an 

image from an Argentine novel by Ricardo Guiraldes, in which the protagonist -- gaucho 

Don Segundo Sombra -- looks back on how he lived his life. 

"He says that in his youth he was a stream full of rocks that he carried with him; as an 
adult, a rushing river; and in old age, he was still moving, but slowly, like a pool" of 

water, the pope said. He said he likes this latter image of a pool of water -- to have "the 
ability to move with kindness and humility, a calmness in life." 

4. "A healthy sense of leisure." The pleasures of art, literature and playing together with 

children have been lost, he said. "Consumerism has brought us anxiety" and stress, 

causing people to lose a "healthy culture of leisure." Their time is "swallowed up" so 

people can't share it with anyone. 

Even though many parents work long hours, they must set aside time to play with their 

children; work schedules make it "complicated, but you must do it," he said. 

Families must also turn off the TV when they sit down to eat because, even though 

television is useful for keeping up with the news, having it on during mealtime 

"doesn't let you communicate" with each other, the pope said. 

5. Sundays should be holidays. Workers should have Sundays off because "Sunday is 

for family," he said. 

6. Find innovative ways to create dignified jobs for young people. "We need to be 

creative with young people. If they have no opportunities they will get into drugs" 

and be more vulnerable to suicide, he said. "It's not enough to give them food," he said. 

"Dignity is given to you when you can bring food home" from one's own labor. 

7. Respect and take care of nature. Environmental degradation "is one of the biggest 

challenges we have," he said. "I think a question that we're not asking ourselves is: 'Isn't 

humanity committing suicide with this indiscriminate and tyrannical use of nature?' " 

8. Stop being negative. "Needing to talk badly about others indicates low self-esteem. 

That means, 'I feel so low that instead of picking myself up I have to cut others down,'" 

the pope said. "Letting go of negative things quickly is healthy." 

9. Don't proselytize; respect others' beliefs. "We can inspire others through witness so 

that one grows together in communicating. But the worst thing of all is religious 

proselytism, which paralyzes: 'I am talking with you in order to persuade you,' No. Each 

person dialogues, starting with his and her own identity. The church grows by attraction, 
not proselytizing," the pope said. 

10. Work for peace. "We are living in a time of many wars," he said, and "the call for 

peace must be shouted. Peace sometimes gives the impression of being quiet, but it is 

never quiet, peace is always proactive" and dynamic. 
http://ncronline.org/blogs/francis-chronicles/latest-interview-pope-francis-reveals-top-10-Secrets-happiness 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Joy of Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis' Prayer Intentions for 2017 

(January) 

EVANGELIZATION:  Christians at the 

service of the challenges of humanity. 

That all Christians may be faithful to the 

Lord’s teaching by striving with prayer and 

fraternal charity to restore ecclesial 

communion and by collaborating to meet the 

challenges facing humanity. 

Let us also pray for the other Catholic 

Parishes belonging to  

St Patrick's Cluster: 

St Mary's (King George St), Cohuna     

St Patrick's (5 Victoria St, Pyramid Hill) & 

St Joseph's (19 Chapel St), Serpentine 

 

With St Patrick, let us be a spiritual 

support to each other in prayer: 

Sick and elderly: Lenley Fraser  & for those 

in our Nursing Homes, Hostels & Hospitals.   

Recently deceased: Mary Treacy, Walter 

Cullen. 

and for those whose anniversaries occur 

around this time - Colleen Roberts, Monica 

Shuttleworth, Albert Hawker, Bill Monoghan,  

Jan Franke, Joan Schmidt, William Bowden, 

Sister Kathleen Murphy, Matthew Flynn, 

Stephen Shepard, Kevin Anelzark, Andrew 

Clark, Joyce Drummond, Carmel Quinn, 

Frank Mannix, Bishop Noel Daly. 

  

On the Lighter Side 
For Christmas a man gave his wife a beautiful diamond ring. A friend said, "I thought she wanted a sporty 4WD.” 

He replied, "She did, but where could I buy a fake Jeep?” 

Things You Never Hear in Church 
Hey! It's my turn to sit in the front pew.  

I was so enthralled, I never noticed the sermon went for ½hr. 

I love it when we sing hymns I've never heard before!  

Since we're all here now, let's start the Mass early. 
 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 2017 
 

One of the ways to understand this feast of the Epiphany 

that we celebrate today is to reflect on the response of the 

Psalm we sing today as a Church- “Lord, every nation on 

earth will adore you.” (Ps 71/72). This means that God has 

come for all and invited everyone to take his offer of 

salvation regardless of our origin, cultural upbringing, 

social status, or language. To respond to this invitation is to 

follow Jesus Christ- the Way, the Truth and the Life (cf Jn 

14:6). The challenge for us now as we try to follow him, is 

that we can no longer see Jesus walking in the flesh as he 

was 2000 years ago. We can only see his presence now 

through the eyes of faith. We can only see him now 

through the ‘stars’ that point us to him. Like the wise men 

(magi) in the gospel, we need to discern and follow the 

right star- the star that leads us to Jesus, the Christ. It is a 

big call for us today because we are looking at many ‘stars’ 

and even follow them unknowingly or blindly. We barrack 

for a specific sport’s club, we follow a specific sportsman, a 

celebrity, a model, a local hero, a philanthropist, a great 

leader (Church or government), etc. These are just some of 

the many stars we are looking up to and looking at and 

because of this reality we need to discern from among them 

which one is leading us to the truth. A way to do this is to 

ask ourselves: ‘Are the stars we are following now leading 

us to Jesus?’ ‘Are they leading us on the way to our 

personal salvation?’ 

If they are paving our way to eternal damnation, it is our 

time now to make the radical move to make a complete 

roundabout and follow the star that leads us to our 

salvation, to life, to heaven, to God.  

Personally, one of the brightly shining stars that leads me to 

Jesus is Pope Francis. By the way he expresses himself and 

by the way he leads the Church is a sign that He is a ‘star’ 

worth following because He is leading me to Jesus, the one 

who is a friend of the poor, humble, sincere and a servant 

leader. 

Who is your star? Is it leading you to Christ? Is it leading 

you to Godlessness instead of Godliness? If so, stop and look 

for another star to follow, star that leads you to Jesus. At the 

same time, be a star for one another---a star that leads 

others to Jesus. 

I pray you all have a grace-filled week! 

 

MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

 

"PRAYER IS NOT EVERYTHING  

BUT IT IS THE FIRST THING."  

BISHOP JOE GRECH 

NOTE: CHANGE OF MASS TIMES  

The 2nd SUNDAY of each month 

 

KERANG: 9:00 AM 

COHUNA: 10:30 AM 
 

FR JUNJUN CORNER 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

          

         

 

         

         
         

         
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
         
 
        
 
 
         
 

 
 
                     
 
 
 
 
         
 
         
 
 
 

PARISH MATTERS 

 

Children’s Liturgy: 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month.  

We need people to lead and help. Could you please let 

Alicia Makeham if you can help out.  

As it is now school holidays Children's Liturgy will 

commence again in February 2017. 
 

Piety Stall after Sunday Mass. 

2017 Columban Calendars & Christmas Cards, 

candles, angels, and some giftware are now available. 
 

 

Pope Francis Tweets....  
 

At the beginning of this New 
Year, I offer heartfelt wishes 

of peace to the world’s 
peoples and nations          

@pontifex  January 2
nd

 

 

Power Point 

We still need people to run the Power Point at Mass. If 

you are interested please contact Ron Kelly 0408 517 

705, he will still set the program up just need some 

drivers for the day. 
 

5 cents collection: 

If you have 5 cents please give them to Fr Junjun. 

They are being used to purchase rice for people in the 

Philippines and/or being donated to Cabra Missions in 

South Sudan (A school founded by Mr Deng Chuor, a 

refugee friend of Fr Junjun  from South Sudan. 

Donations to  Cabra Mission are channelled through 

Salesian Missions Outreach. 
 

PARISH MATTERS 

 
10 Simple Actions Of Evangelisation 

(www.ppc.catholic.org.au) 

 
1. Smile and laugh often – People are naturally 

attracted to happy people, who, despite encountering the 
problems of life, are not overcome by them. They live by 
faith.  

2. Develop a contagious sense of welcome - Many 
people leave the church saying they did not feel 
welcomed or people ignored them. Being intentional 
about welcoming will develop an atmosphere where 
people want to be. An atmosphere of welcome is 
contagious. 

3. Be gracious and courteous - When we become 
defensive, argumentative or legalistic, this often 
interpreted as arrogance or coldness by those looking for 
a spiritual home. Be gracious and focus on listening for 
understanding. This one activity is charged with healing. 

4. Share your story - As a leadership group, how 
much do you know about your fellow leaders Christian 
journey. There is much power and understanding in 
sharing these journeys. It reminds us that God works 
differently in different people for the good of the whole. 

5. Read and reflect on scripture regularly - St Jerome 
said that “Ignorance of scripture is ignorance of Christ”. 
Use the daily readings of the church to start all your 
meetings. Share your reflections. It is not about being 
right but about what is being revealed. Good quality 
scripture study is also helpful and avoids falling into the 
trap of literalism. 

6. Be with the poor and marginalized - If we are going 
to understand the power of the Gospel, we need to have a 
“bottom up” view. Take every opportunity to work with 
the poor and marginalized in your area. This activity 
more than anything else will tell your parish and the 
wider community that the gospel is taking root in your 
heart. You will also hear the gospel with greater clarity. 

7. Be a light, not a critic - Much of western 
Christianity has been lived in our heads with a great 
addiction to point out who is right and who is wrong, 
who is in and who is out. While this may build our 
Christian ego, it does not lead us or others to Christ. The 
Gospels are full of examples of Christ meeting people 
where they are at, blessing them, and encouraging their 
faith. Let all your interactions be blessing to others. 

8. Be committed to growth in faith - create as many 
opportunities as is possible for people to learn and grow 
in their faith. Ensure that adult faith education engages 
the heart as well as the head. 

9. Adopt a third world parish - This is a practical way 
to help you and your parishioners to beyond themselves 
and out into the world. To actively engage with another 
culture that does not enjoy our lifestyle but shares the 
same Gospel is both humbling and empowering. This one 
initiative has the power to galvanize your parish into 
action. 

10. Foster a vibrant healing and consolation ministry - 
Much of Christ’s ministry was being with people in their 
pain and suffering. We are called to be Christ to the 
people in our parish who are in pain and suffering. To be 
with someone at these times is a most powerful witness 
about what you value as a community and leaves an 
indelible mark on the hearts of others. 

 

Looking at the Readings 
 

The two gospel accounts of the infancy of Jesus (Matthew and 
Luke) tell very different stories because they have each been 
used to place the rest of the gospel in a particular context. 
Unfortunately, the two stories have been woven together that 
we now have one notion of the Christmas story that is a poor 
amalgam of the two unique narratives. 
In the gospel of Luke, Joseph and Mary are living in Nazareth and 
travel to Bethlehem and are forced to give birth in a stable 
because there is no room at the inn. The ones who bear witness 
to the birth in this account are shepherds – some of the lowest 
of the low – as the gospel of Luke identifies Jesus as having a 
preferential option for the lowly ones. In the gospel of Matthew, 
Joseph and Mary are living in Bethlehem and give birth in a 
house. They later flee to Egypt and then settle in Nazareth. The 
two towns are named in some of the ancient prophecies about 
the Messiah. In the gospel of Matthew, the witnesses to the 
birth are wise men, dignitaries from another land. The Matthew 
writer wants to emphasise the ‘kingship’ of Jesus and it is fitting 
that foreign dignitaries present gifts on the birth of a king.  

The two stories deserve to be dealt with uniquely to offer us a 
two enriching Christmas themes and imagery. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
        
         
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

    
 

Welcomers:   Kath & Marg 

Lectors/Readers:  M Messer & T Greenwood 

Procession of the Gifts: Makeham Family 

Ministers of Communion: E Phillips, A Jenkins,  

    M & F Kelly.   

Communion to the sick/elderly:  A Bortolotto & W Hall 

Power Point: Ron Kelly Piety Shop: B Peck 

This Week (18th December) 

 
 

Welcomers:    Mardi & Elaine 

Lectors/Readers:   M Lewis & C O'Donoghue 

Procession of the Gifts:  J & A Ginnivan 

Ministers of Communion:   M Messer, R Kelly,  

    D Doyle, J Kelly.  

Communion to the sick/elderly: E Bortolotto & A Kelly 

Power Point:  Nick Hall 

Musicians:   CD's 

Piety Shop: T Suter Counters (Jan.): R & B Peck 

NEXT WEEK 15th January  

 

First Reading: 
         Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 
   
Second Reading: 

Corinthians 1:1-3 
Gospel:   

John 1:29-34 
 
 

Saturday     -     6.30pm Pyramid Hill     

     

Sunday        -     8.30am Cohuna &   10.30am Kerang 

                  

 
 

 

On week starting 9
th

 January 2017 
 

   Monday         No Mass 

   Tuesday         9.30am Mass Cohuna Retirement Village 

                           5.30pm Mass Kerang   

   Wednesday    9.15am Mass Kerang    

   Thursday       No Mass during School Holidays Pyramid Hill 

   Friday            8.15am Holy Hour Kerang   

             9.15am Mass Kerang 

                          11.00am Mass Cohuna    

   Saturday       9.15am Mass Kerang 

              P.S. Holy Rosary is prayed 20 minutes  before all masses 
 

 

 

          
            
   Friday: During Holy Hour          Saturday: After 9:15 Mass  

        
  

 

Contact Fr Junjun or Gwen Mannix 5452 2186 

Suzi Martins 0411 587 445    Geradine Prendergast 0438 061 675 
  

 
 

Contact Fr Junjun  

 0428 792 150 or 5452 1041  

CONTACT US 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MASS TIMES NEXT WEEKEND 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

RECONCILIATION TIMES 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Parish Priest 

Fr Junjun Amaya 

Also Parish Priest of 

St Mary's Cohuna & St Patrick's 

Pyramid Hill, St Joseph's Serpentine 

Mobile: 0428 792 150 

Parish Address 

Parish Address: 92 Nolan St, Kerang 

VIC 3579 

Ph: (03) 5452 1041 

Email: Parish Email: 

stpatker@bigpond.com or 

kerang@cdos.org.au 

 

BAPTISM 

PARISH SCHOOL 

St Joseph's Primary 

Principal: Mr Nicholas Hall 

Ph: (03) 5452 1426 

Fax: (03) 5450 3657 

Email: 

admin@sjkerang.catholic.edu.au 

Monday- Closed 

Kerang- Wednesday & Friday 

Cohuna- Tuesday & Friday 

Pyramid Hill- Thursday 

ROSTERS 

Collection/Planned Giving 1
st
 Jan 2017 

Envelopes:          $553.15 

Loose:       $81.20 

Direct Debit:       $55.00 

Total:                  $689.35 

 

2nd Sunday Ordinary Time 
Year A 

 

NEXT WEEK'S READINGS 

 

Parish Secretary 

Marianne Kelly 

Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson  

Maureen Dagge 
 

This Week 8st January 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN: 
 

WE THREE KINGS      John Henry Hopkins 
 
We three kings of Orient are, 
bearing gifts we traverse afar 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 
 
STAR OF WONDER, STAR OF NIGHT 
STAR WITH ROYAL BEAUTY BRIGHT, 
WESTWARD LEADING, STILL PROCEEDING, 
GUIDE US TO THE PERFECT LIGHT. 
 
Born a Babe on Bethlehem's plain, 
gold we bring to crown Him again; 
King forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign. 
 
Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a Deity nigh, 
pray'r and praising all men raising, 
worship him God most high. 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 
 
 

TO YOU, O LORD, I LIFT MY SOUL, TO YOU, I LIFT MY SOUL. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

We have seen his star in the East; and have come 

to adore the Lord. 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATION: 
 

We proclaim you Death, O Lord, 

and profess your Resurrection 

until you come again. 
 

OFFERTORY PROCESSION: 
 

THIS BLESSING CUP 
 
THIS BLESSING CUP 
 IS OUR COMMUNION IN THE BLOOD OF CHRIST! 
 EACH TIME YOU DRINK THIS CUP 
 YOU PROCLAIM HIS DEATH UNTIL HE COMES 
 
How can I repay the Lord for his goodness to me? 
the cup of salvation I will raise and call on his name. 
 
Father, please hear my prayer! let this chalice pass by. 
But if you want that I should drink your will be done! 
 
To you I give my heart! you are father to me! 
and I will live within your house! strong in your love! 
 

Used with permission. Australian Agent Word of Life. All rights reserved. 

Licence no. 615 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: 
 

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
                                                   Phillip Brooks [1835-93] 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie, 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark street shineth, 
The ever lasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary, 
And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep  
Their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars together, 
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God our King, 
And peace to men on earth. 
 
O Holy child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today; 
We hear the Christmas angels, 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: 
 
CITY OF GOD                                   Dan Schutte 
 
Awake from your slumber! Arise from your sleep! 
A new day is dawning for all those who weep. 
The people in darkness have seen a great light. 
The Lord of our longing has conquered the night 
 
LET US BUILD A CITY OF GOD 
MAY OUR TEARS BE TURNED INTO DANCING 
FOR THE LORD, OUR LIGHT AND OUR LOVE, 
HAS TURNED THE NIGHT INTO DAY! 
 
We are sons of the morning; We are daughters of day 
The one who has loved us Has brightened our way. 
The Lord of all kindness Has called us to be 
A light for his people To set their hearts free. 
 
God is light; In him there is no darkness. 
let us walk in his light, his children, one and all. 
O comfort my people; Make gentle your words. 
Proclaim to my city The day of her birth. 
 
O city of gladness, Now lift up your voice! 
Proclaim the good tidings That all may rejoice! 
 

 North American Liturgy Publications. Australian Agent Word of Life. All rights 

reserved.  Used with permission. Licence No: 615 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 


